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demanding "clarification" of a hundred things. The next day the two
met again at five o'clock in the evening after Mahatma Gandhi had
completed his 24 hours of silence. The papers that morning had said
that there was " a feeling of optimism both in Congress and League
circles." And as if to underline the optimism Mr Jinnah unbent
sufficiently to the Fourth Estate to provide them with carpets to sit
on. The papers also carried the news that the British Institute of
Public Opinion after a poll had found that the majority of Englishmen
"would like to see the British Government reopening negotiations
with Indian leaders." Further there was the assurance given by
Gandhiji at the end of his prayer meeting that both he and Mr Jinnah
would, "if we parted without coming to an agreement," regard
themselves as having proclaimed, in" Mr Jinnah's words, " bankruptcy of
wisdom on our part.." There was reason for Gandhiji to feel optimis-
tic for, on that day he had in a very persuasive letter tried to point
out to Mr Jinnah that the C.R. formula contained the substance of
the Lahore resolution of the League. He had also tried to get over
" his non-representative character" by pledging all his- influence over
the Congress for the ratification of any agreement reached between
them. On September 12, the two met both in the morning and the
evening, talking altogether for over four hours. The Pressmen, .who
at that time at least knew nothing definitely about what was being
talked, came to the conclusion that " the talks would be prolonged." It
had come to be known1 by: then that practically every day letters were
. being exchanged between the two leaders. On September 13 the Press
shrewdly guessed " that a crucial stage had been reached " in the
talks." Today we know that it really was the crucial day.. For on
that day, it appears from the correspondence, Mr Jinnah decided to
- drag both the conversations and the correspondence into fields of purely
academic controversy. . But to the Pressmen who looked at the leaders
on that day this was not very clear. .Indeed Mahatma Gandhi when
he stepped out of Mr Jinnah's house told the Press: "Yesterday you
read something in our faces. Here we are both. I would like you
not to read anything in our faces except hope and nothing but hope."
This behest seemed necessary to Gandhiji because sdme Bombay
,papers .had already-begun reading meanings into the prolonged nature
of the conversations' and prophesying that the talks could hot end in
anything but failure. A local paper" which- had been Carrying on a
jehad against Mahatma Gandhi ever since the publication of the C.R.
formula and the Gelder interview, announced categorically that
nsorning that the talks would fail. Wheri such pessimistic forecasts
were .pointed out to the two leaders on the 13th, Mr Jinnah treated
them with.indifference and said, "why bother?"